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Autumn is here, and after the back-to-
school rush, you might be ready for a
little adventure!With mid-term breaks
and long weekends on the horizon, it’s

the perfect season to plan a little trip.Whether
you want to get outdoors, eat yourway through
a food festival, or just curl up by a fire with a hot
drink, we have some ideas to make the most of
your autumn escape.

Leafywalks
Nothing beats a good autumn walk.Wicklow’s
Glendalough is a showstopper in autumn, with
its lakes, oak forests, and ancient monastic site
all lit up in autumn colours. Take on the Spinc
Walk for stunning views or pack a picnic for
a woodland break. Down in Kerry, Killarney
National Park is just as beautiful with 10,000
hectares of lakes, mountains, and roaming red
deer. For a bit of a gentler day out, Carlow’s
Altamont Gardens orWestmeath’s Belvedere
House are perfect for easy strolls and a sprinkle
of history.

Cavan, the ‘Lake County’, is a brilliant spot
for an autumn outing too. Killykeen Forest
Park, situated around Lough Oughter, is a true
hidden gem offering easywalking loops, cycle
trails, and stunning lakeshore views. The 3km
NatureTrail takes just an hour and is perfect
for families, with plenty of spots for a picnic or
even a swim.
→Turn to page 19 formore hiking trails.

Autumnadventures
This autumn, there’s no better time to dig
intoWaterford and experience the magic of
Ireland’s oldest city and county.Wander the
medieval streets ofWaterford City, steeped in
history and heritage, or head to the spectacular
Copper Coast, where dramatic cliffs meet
golden beaches. Discover charming seaside
villages, indulge in delicious local food, and
take in breathtaking views along the world-
classWaterford Greenway.

Venture inland to the Comeragh Mountains
or lose yourself inWaterford’s enchanting
woodlands, where autumn transforms the
landscape with spectacular changing colours,
perfect for scenic hikes and peaceful escapes.
From vibrant festivals to wild coastal drives,
this season invites you to slow down and soak
up the magic ofWaterford.

Whetheryou’re a culture lover, foodie, history

enthusiast, or nature seeker,Waterford offers
experiences you won’t forget.
→ Plan your perfect autumn escape nowat
visitwaterford.com

Cosyescapes
This is the season for crackling fires and big,
hearty dinners.Across Ireland, there are so
many luxury hotels and cosy B&Bs, with lower
off-peak rates making them more affordable.
Even one night away feels special when it
comes with a warm welcome, a delicious
dinner, the comfiest bed imaginable and maybe
a few spa treatments and a round of golf to top
it all off!
→Turn to page 12 for our top hotel picks.

Festival season
Autumn is packed with festivals, and there’s
something for everyone. Foodies will love
Savour Kilkenny, where more than 100 market
stalls, cookery demos, and street food take over
the medieval city. In Kerry, Samhain Chiarraí
brings folklore to life with music, storytelling,
and street spectacles celebrating the Celtic
NewYear. Families can dive into spooky fun at
the Púca Festival in Meath or Dublin’s Bram
Stoker Festival, while seafood fans head for the
Howth Maritime & Seafood Festival!
→Turn to page 10 formore fun festivals.

Rainy-dayplans
If (orwhen) the rain comes, Ireland has plenty
of indoor options to keep spirits high. Take a
distillery tour inTullamore or Midleton, or dive
into history atWaterford’s Medieval Museum.
Art fans can explore galleries in Dublin, Cork,
or Belfast, while families might enjoy an
aquarium or science centre. There are so many
museums to explore, but don’t just stick to the
big names; the smaller ones can sometimes
hide real hidden gems waiting to be discovered
with fascinating exhibits and experiences. Or
you could just embrace the weather and relax
in a spa, enjoy a swim, or curl up with a book by
the fire.
→Turn to page 8 formore ideas.

Autumn breaks don’t have to be complicated.
Pick a spot, wrap up warm, and decide if
you fancy forests, festivals, food, or a mix
of everything. From peaceful lakes to wild
coastlines and lots of exciting family fun
and festivals, there’s no shortage of autumn
adventures.

So go on and make this autumn one to
remember!
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Wellness,woodsandwildlife
Experience the beauty of autumn at 5-Star Fota
IslandResort, nestled on a private island just
minutes fromCork.

AnAutumnCalling stayat Fota IslandResort
includes a rejuvenatingJoyof Beauty facial in
the award-winningFota IslandSpa, a luxurious
treatment designed to rejuvenate and refresh
your skin, leavingyou radiant andglowing.

Choose between one of the hotel’s luxury
guest rooms or, for families, Fota Island
Resort’s cosy and comfortable residential
Lodges are fantastic. There is plenty to keep
everyone entertained, from enjoying Blue Flag
beaches to exploring the nearby forests and
walks together, beforememorable dinners in
the hotel’s restaurants and bars.

Fota IslandResort is also home to
championship golf courses, scenic cycling
trails, and neighbouring attractions on the
island like FotaWildlife Park and FotaHouse

andGardens,making it the perfect autumn
retreat for all ages.

AutumnCalling includes an overnight stay
with breakfast and a Joy of Beauty facial. Rates
start at €374.
→ For bookings andmore information,
visit fotaisland.ie

Alittle spa-rkle
Nestled amidst 180 acres of the breathtaking
Kerry countryside, BallygarryEstateHotel
& Spa has been in theMcGillicuddy family
for three generations. This esteemed 4-Star
property, rated as one ofTripAdvisor’s finest,
offers an unparalleled escape. Guests can
indulge in the award-winningNádúr Spa,
renowned for its award-winning treatments.
Culinary delights await at Restaurant 58
andThe Brasserie, offering guests a diverse
range of options to suit their individual dining
preferences.

Complementing the hotel’s traditional
luxury are the newly launched, adult-
only Estate Cabins at Ballygarry. These
Nordic-style cabins offer a unique ‘off-grid’
experience, combining comfort and conscious
luxury. Each cabin, thoughtfully designedwith
locally sourcedmaterials, boasts a large feature
window framingmagnificent views of the
SlieveMishMountains.

Guests enjoy the peaceful solitude of their
private haven, coupledwith full access to
the hotel’s extensive amenities, just a short

walk away.Whetheryou choose the classic
hotel stay or the Estate Cabins, it promises a
memorable tripwhere luxury and nature blend
perfectly.
→Discovermore at ballygarry.com

Leaf it all behind
Experience the perfect blend of luxury and
adventure at CastlemartyrEstatewith a
two-night escape.Your stay includes elegant
accommodation, a sumptuous full Irish
breakfast eachmorning, and amemorable
dinner for two at the acclaimedCanopy
Restaurant on the evening of your choice.

Immerse yourself in the beauty of the 220-
acre estate, offering golf, a rejuvenating spa,
and complimentary access to the state-of-
the-art health club, completewith a 20-metre
pool, fully equipped gym, and thermal suite.
Situated in beautiful Cork, you’ll also be
surrounded by the region’smost captivating
attractions. Families are alsowelcome,with
child rates including bed and breakfast only.

Tomake your autumn retreat evenmore
special, theAutumnLeaves Package includes:

Chicescapes
Why not indulge in some luxury this season?
Travel editor Shauna McCrudden rounds up
Ireland’s most relaxing getaways

Ballygarry Estate Hotel &Spa

Fota Island Resort

Castlemartyr Estate
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■ Awarmwelcomewith a glass of spiced
punch on arrival.

■ Luxurious accommodationwith
magnificent views of the seasonal
landscape.

■ Adelicious breakfast served in the Canopy
Restaurant, offering a variety ofmouth-
watering options.

■ Exclusive 10pc savings on full-priced spa
treatments and spa retail products, so
you can relax, rejuvenate, and bring the
experience home.

■ Complimentaryuse of leisure facilities,
including swimming pool, tennis courts,
and bicycles to explore the grounds.
Whetheryou’re strolling through autumnal

scenery or unwinding in the spa, Castlemartyr
Resort offers the perfect seasonal escape.
→Visit castlemartyrresort.ie/offers/
autumn-breaks

Double theescape
If you likeyourgetawayswith amix of style,
sport, and lots of relaxation, FitzpatrickCastle
Hotel inKilliney ticks all the boxes. Sip cocktails

a classic afternoon tea before settling into the
chic LibraryBarwith anOldFashioned inhand.

Their sister property, TheWoodenbridge
Hotel & Lodge inAvoca, CoWicklow, is full of
charm in the heart of theGarden of Ireland.
With their special package, you can stay in
both hotels and enjoy the best of bothworlds.
Woodenbridge is all about comfort and old
Irish charm.The Smokehouse restaurant sits
right beside the river so you can soak up the
viewwhile you dine. Go for theTasting Board
or the Seafood Board, both are packedwith
perfectly cookedmeats and fish and don’t
skip a cocktail since they’re just as good as the
scenery!

Golf fanswill love theWoodenbridgeGolf
Club right across the road, and even non-
golferswill adore the friendly, family-run feel
of the place. Having visited years ago, I can
safely say it’s only gotten better, somuch so,
I’m alreadyplanningmy return.
→ Formore information please visit,
fitzpatrickcastle.comand
woodenbridgehotel.com

Glowwith the flow
It’s the perfect season to pause, reset, and
embrace life’s cosier comforts. From crisp
countrysidewalks to the crunch of leaves
underfoot, autumn invites us to slowdown and
theGalgormCollection offers the ideal retreat.

Setwithin 450 acres of parklandwhere the
RiverMaine flows, this award-winning resort
is just 30minutes fromBelfast. Guests can

immerse themselves in nature’s beautywhile
enjoying the renownedThermal SpaVillage,
completewith riverside hot tubs, open-air
pools, and crackling fire bowls. Indoors, plush
interiors, roaring fires, andwarm ambient
lighting cocoonyou from the chill.

TheAutumnAwakenwith Private Spa
Experience (from€368.47 for two guests)
makes the season evenmore special. Choose
aDeluxe guestroomorSuite and enhance
your staywith a private spa ritual, from
the groundingMudRasul to Sound&Soul
Therapy or a rejuvenatingDetox.A two-course
dinner, full spa access, and a hearty breakfast
complete the experience.

This autumn, indulge in the restorative
rhythmof the season and hibernate in luxury
at Galgorm.
→Discovermore at galgorm.com

Makingwaves
The LakeHotel, Killarney is nestled on the
shores of Lough Lein, the largest of Killarney’s
famous lakes. The 4-Star family-owned
property is surrounded bynature and yet,
only 2kms fromKillarney town centre. The
LakeHotel boasts 131 beautifully decorated
and spacious bedrooms and the hotel’s dining
facilities offer lake-facing views and serve
exquisite dishes daily.

Enjoy lunch or dinner in the Lakeside
Bistro, or an eveningmeal in themulti-
award-winningCastleloughRestaurantwith
superbmenu choices and exemplary dining
standards.

The hotel also boasts a stylishThermal
Suite, a spacewhich has been carefully
designed, in harmonywith its surroundings,
to restore and calm the senses. The Lake
Thermal Suite is for residents use only and is
fully equippedwith both indoor and outdoor
facilities including, steam room, sauna, salt
sauna, heated loungers, outdoor hot tub and
outdoor infinity pool.
→ For reservations and special offers, visit
lakehotel.com email info@lakehotel.com or
phone (064) 6631035

and tuck into fresh pizza out on the terrace,
thengrab a racket for a gameonone of their
three Padel courts, no experienceneeded, just
bringyourenthusiasm!Afterward, indulge in

Galgorm

FitzpatrickCastle Hotel

LakeHotel –Thermal Suite
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48HoursinKerry
DayOne
Start yourKerry adventure in Killarney
National Park.Visit the stunningMuckross
House, Gardens andTraditional Farms
(muckross-house.ie), one of Kerry’smust-see
spots. TheVictorianmansion is filledwith
period rooms upstairs and servant quarters
downstairs. Outside, the gardens are filled
with rhododendrons and azaleas and an
impressive rock garden.

Step back in time at theTraditional Farms,
where you can seewhat rural lifewas like
in the 1930s and 1940s. Don’tmiss the craft
workshops, andwatchweavers, potters and
bookbinders atwork.

From there, take a spin on part of the Ring
of Kerry. Even a short drive gives you those
postcard-perfect views, including pretty
villages like Sneem.

In the evening, head toDingle. This harbour
town has fishing boats bobbing in thewater,
colourful shopfronts, andmore than enough
cosypubs to keep you entertained. For
dinner,make it seafood, chowder,mussels, or
whatever’s freshest that day.

DayTwo
Hit the road for the SleaHeadDrive. This
circular route is one of Ireland’smost beautiful
coastal drives,winding past beaches, cliffs, and
ancient sites like the beehive huts. On a clear
day, you’ll spot the Blasket Islands offshore
and even distant views of the Skelligs on the
horizon.

The drive starts and ends inDingle, looping
throughvillageswhere Irish is still spoken
on a daily basis. Expect plenty of photo stops:

48HoursinWexford
DayOne
Start your daywith awalk on the 11km
Curracloe Beach,with softwhite sand, rolling
dunes, and plenty of space to clearyour head.
It’s also famous as the opening scenes of
Saving Private Ryanwere filmed here,with
localWexford extras. In autumn, the beach
feels evenmore dramatic (andmuch quieter!).

Curracloe is also perfect for nature lovers.
Stroll the RavenNature Reserve trail through
dunes andwoodlands,where youmight
spot red squirrels, grey seals, and birdlife.
Lifeguards are on duty in the summer, but
year-round, this Blue Flag beach is a safe spot

forwalking andwildlifewatching.
Next stop is the IrishNational Heritage Park
(irishheritage.ie) in Ferrycarrig, just outside
town.This outdoormuseum is like stepping
into a timemachine, taking you through
9,000 years of history.Walk through Stone
Age settlements,Viking huts, ringforts, and
medieval sites. You can even book a guided
tourwith costumed guides or, for the really
adventurous, stay overnight in a reconstructed
ringfort!

In the evening,Wexford’s restaurants are
famous for serving the freshest catch!

DayTwo
Start yourmorningwith a peek inside the
National OperaHouse (nationaloperahouse.ie)
inWexford town, Ireland’s first custom-built
opera house. Coming up are family favourites
like comedy fromMario Rosenstock’s Gift
Grub Live 25 (8thNovember), and Ballet
Ireland’s Cinderella (29thNovember). Big
concerts are also on the calendar, fromNathan
Carter (4thDecember) to Phil Coulter’s
Tranquility byCandlelight (19thDecember).
And theworld-famousWexford Festival Opera
runs 17thOctober-1st November,with rare
operas, recitals and pop-up performances.
Next, head south to theHook Peninsula.
Standing at the tip is Hook Lighthouse

48hours in…Kerry,Wexford,Cork
Short on time but want a proper getaway? A 48-hour break is all you need.
Three weekends, three vibes, one perfect autumn break

VentryBeach, Coumeenoole Strand (a Ryan’s
Daughter film location), and the iconic pier
at DúnChaoin,where ferries cross to the
Great Blasket. You’ll also pass historic gems
likeDunbeg Fort and the tiny stoneGallarus
Oratory,which has stood for over a thousand
years.
Before you leave, don’tmiss theGap of Dunloe,
amountain pass straight out of amovie scene.
With stone bridges, glassy lakes, and peaks
rising all around, it feels like you are stepping
into anotherworld.You canwalk, cycle, drive,
or take a traditional jaunting car through the
gap. For an extra adventure, book a boat trip
that links theGapwith the Lakes of Killarney
(gapofdunloetours.com).

SleaHead, Co Kerry

Gap ofDunloe, Co Kerry
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(hookheritage.ie), often called the oldest
operational lighthouse in theworld. Builtmore
than 800 years ago, thismedieval towerhas
been guiding ships for centuries. Brave the 115
steps to the balcony for incredible views, or just
lingerwith a coffee at the visitor centre and
watch the sea roll in.

If you’re lucky, youmight even spotwhales
offshore!

48HoursinCork
DayOne
Start in Cork City, Ireland’s culinary capital.
First stop is the EnglishMarket. This covered
Victorianmarket has been feedingCork for
over 230 years. Look through the stalls, sample
local cheese, and fresh bread, and soak up
the atmosphere. Try some of Cork’smore
traditional fare like drisheen or spiced beef.
Once you’re fuelled up, it’s time to get your
bearings on thewater. Head to CustomHouse
Quay and hop on aCorkHarbourCruise
(corkharbourcruises.com). The two-hour

guided tour takes you down the River Lee,
past Blackrock Castlewith its turreted towers,
and all thewayout to Cobh. From the boat
you’ll see pastel-coloured houses in Passage
West,MonkstownCastle (built in 1636 as a
surprise gift fromAnastaciaArchdeacon to
her husband), and even Spike Island.With
360° views from the top deck, it’s the perfect

way to appreciate Cork’smaritime history and
scenery.

Back in the city, it’s all about food. Cork has a
well-earned reputation as Ireland’s foodie hub,
with everything fromhigh-end dining to street
food. Best of all, pop into Sin É in Cork citywith
live trad nearly everynight!

DayTwo
Just 30minutes fromCorkCity sits Kinsale, a
harbour town so colourful it feels likewalking
through a postcard. Known as Ireland’s
gourmet capital, it’s packedwith award-
winning restaurants and cafés, so lunch here
is amust.Afterwards, head up to Charles Fort
(heritageireland.ie). Thismassive star-shaped
fortress has guarded the harbour for over 300
years, and the sea views from its ramparts are
especially beautiful in autumn.
If you’d rather head furtherwest,West Cork
is calling. This stretch of coastline has foodie
favourites, craftmarkets, or a tinyvillage
pub that serves seafood straight off the boat
(lifeboatinn.ie).

Back in the city, end your tripwith a stroll
through Fitzgerald Park, 18-acres on the banks
of the River Lee. Once the site of Cork’s 1902
International Exhibition, today it’s home to
lawns, sculptures, a lily-dotted pond, and even
the ‘ShakeyBridge’, the pedestrian bridge that
haswobbled itsway into Cork folklore.

48 hoursmight seem short, but you don’t
needweeks tomake autumnunforgettable.

Wexford Festival, CoWexford

Curracloe Beach, CoWexford

EnglishMarket, Co Cork

KinsaleTown, Co Cork

All images courtesy ofFáilte Ireland
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→Galway
TheGalwayArts Centre (galwayartscentre.ie) is
amust-visit,with ever-changing shows of Irish
and international art. This autumn, look out
forTheAirWe Share (until 21st September),
exploring air quality and climate action, plus
free late-night gallery events everyThursday.
There’s even a performance symposium at
Nun’s IslandTheatre on 30thAugust.

Just around the corner, the 126Artist-Run
Gallery keeps things freshwith experimental
work fromup-and-coming artists. It’s run by
artists themselves, so you never quite know
what you’llwalk into, and that’s the fun of it.
Recent exhibitions includeManner-isms (until
7th September),which brings together stone,
textiles, and print to explorememory, time,
and thematerials that shape ourworld.

And for art outdoors, head to Eyre Square
to see the copper sails of theGalwayHooker
monument, a tribute to the county’s iconic
fishing boats.Add in colourfulmurals and the
whole city feels like one big open-air gallery!

→Kerry
InTralee, the SiamsaTíreArts Centre
(siamsatire.com), theNational FolkTheatre of
Ireland,mixes theatre,music, and exhibitions
in one space. Coming up are treats likeHow
to Be aDancer in Seventy-TwoThousand Easy
Lessons (11-12th September), plus gigs from
Eddi Reader andTheAlanKellyGang (17th
September) andGeorgeMurphy andThe
Rising Sons (20th September).

Furtherwest, the Cill RialaigArts Centre
(cillrialaigartscentre.com) nearBallinskelligs
is perched on a cliff over theAtlantic. It’s part
gallery, part artist retreat,with exhibitions like
Raphael Llewellyn’s InMyBeginning IsMy
End and regular Saturday artworkshops for
kids.

In Killarney, the KillarneyArt Gallery
(killarneyartgallery.com) shows both
contemporary Irish artists and classics like
Jack BYeats,with plenty of fresh newwork to
discover.

→Cork
TheCrawfordArtGallery (crawfordartgallery.ie),
normallyhoused in a gorgeous 18th-century
building, is currently closed for redevelopment
until 2027. Butyoudon’t have tomiss out
because its collection is touring across Ireland.
Right now, highlights canbe seen inGrá at
Uillinn:WestCorkArtsCentre in Skibbereen
(until 20th September), an exhibition selected
by the Salt&PepperLGBTQI+Collective

with artistTomaMcCullim.There’s also a
free lunchtime tourwith curatorDrMichael
Waldron on 18th September.

Back in the city, the Lewis Glucksman
Gallery (glucksman.org) at UCC is amust-visit,
and the building is as striking as the shows
inside. This autumn’s highlight is RINN:
An Ireland andJapanDialogue onMaking,
Place andTime (until 2ndNovember),which
explores creativity across cultures.

And don’tmiss theArdú StreetArtTrail
(corkcity.ie), which has turnedCork into an
open-air gallery. 11 of Ireland’s top street artists
have splashed the city’swallswith colourful
murals, fromBishop LuceyPark to SouthMain
Street. The nameArdúmeans ‘rise’, inspired by

the city’s resilience after the 1920 Burning of
Cork.You can take a self-guided audio tour or
just stumble across theworkswhile exploring
the city.

→Dublin
The capital is home to some of Ireland’smost
famous collections. TheNational Gallery of
Ireland (nationalgallery.ie) showcasesworks by
Caravaggio,Vermeer, and Jack BYeats, but it’s
not just about standing in front of paintings.
TheGallery runs a packed programme of free
tours and events, fromLGBTQIA+ highlights
and family-friendly tours to conservation talks
and even yoga in theGrandGallery!

For something completely different, head
to the IrishMuseumofModernArt (imma.ie)
in Kilmainham. IMMA’s current programme
includes contemporary shows like Staying
with theTrouble andKith&Kin: TheQuilts of
Gee’s Bend. Themuseum’s grounds are also
worth exploring, dottedwith outdoor art and
perfect for a stroll.

All images courtesy ofFáilte Ireland

Artforautumnafternoons
Exploring galleries, sculptures, and the creativity of Ireland

National Gallery of Ireland

AnGhaothAniar

CrawfordArt Gallery
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HowthMaritime&SeafoodFestival
6-7th September 2025

There’s no betterway to kick off autumn than
by a visit to the sea. The fishing village of
Howth has aweekend packedwith seafood
tastings, live music, and family fun.Walk the
harbour, sample the catch of the day, and
browse local craft stalls. Kidswill love the
circus tent, kiteworkshops, face painting,
and sea-life displays,while grown-ups can
try coastal foragingwalks, angling talks, and
cooking demos.

There’s plentymore too: take in a sea

angling exhibition, pop into a sensory-friendly
quiet space, or hear folklore stories about
the coast.With fishing boats bobbing in the
harbour, music drifting through the streets,
and the smell of chowder in the air, this festival
serves up autumn by the sea.
→Visit eventsinfingal.ie

SamhainChiarraí
17th October-9th November

Building on the success of 2024’sKerry
HomecomingFestival atHalloween, Samhain
Chiarraí invites locals andvisitors alike to step

into an enchantedworldwhere the ancient
traditions of Samhain come to life.At theheart
of the festival lies the storyofAnCailleach
Chiarraí, thewise andwildHagofWinter,who
returns eachyear tomark the endof theharvest
and the beginning of the darkhalf of theyear.
Herarrival signals the turning of theCeltic year,
a time traditionally considered theCelticNew
Year.The festivalwill run from 17thOctober to
9thNovember, takingplace across key towns,
alongside county-wide satellite events.

Farmore than just a festival, Samhain
Chiarraí aims to rekindle dúchas, Kerry’s deep-
rooted sense of belonging, heritage and place,
while honouring the true spirit of Samhain/
Halloween. Through fire, folklore, music, food
and community celebration, the event offers
an immersive experience that connects people
with their ancestors and the arrival ofwinter.
→Visit discoverkerry.com

SavourKilkenny
24-27th October

This OctoberBank Holiday, Kilkennybecomes
Ireland’s ultimate foodie playgroundwith over
100 market stalls, artisan treats, and street
food set against the backdrop of Kilkenny
Castle. Expect live cookery demos from some
of Ireland’s best-known chefs, including
Kevin Dundon, RachelAllen, Paul Flynn, Rory
O’Connell, andTikTok starDaniel Lambert.

But it’s not just about food, it’s about the
atmosphere.With spookySamhain vibes,
comedydining nights, hauntedwhiskey
tastings, circus shows, and live music in
the castle grounds, there’s something for
every taste. Try cake decorating, make your
own box of chocolates, join foodiewalking
tours, or let the kids roll up their sleeves at a
pizza-making class. For something different,
explore art-inspired tastings at ButlerGallery
or sustainable living talks and fashion swaps at
MountainView.

With 68,000 people flocking here last year,
SavourKilkenny2025 promises to be even
bigger and tastier!
→Visit savourkilkenny.com

ArmaghFood&CiderWeekend
4-7th September

Kick off Septemberwith a bite of autumn in
Orchard County. TheArmagh Food & Cider
Weekend is four days of orchard adventures,
foodie fun, and celebrations filledwith cider.
Walk through the apple orchards, sip some
craft ciders, and tuck into everything from
pop-up dining to farm-to-fork suppers and
tasty street food.

The programme is burstingwith events.
Take a behind-the-scenesTayto CastleTour,
enjoy awoodland supper, or get creative at
Cocktails & Canvas. Families can join in at
the BigApple Fun Day, try apple doughnut-
making, orvisit the artisan street market. For

Festival season
From oysters to Halloween parades, Ireland’s
autumn festivals keep the good times rolling

Samhain Chiarraí

Jackie Daly at Cork Folk Festival.
PhotoWilliamHammond
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something indulgent, book a luxury afternoon
tea, a seafood supper club, or a chocolate-
makingworkshop.

It’s not just for grown-ups either, as there’s a
paw-friendly brunch, foodie trails, livemusic,
and even amurdermystery supper.Add cider
masterclasses, sweet treat demos, coffee
tastings, and foraging experiences, and you’ve
got aweekend that’s filledwith fun!
→Check out visitarmagh.com

ImagineArtsFestival
21st-26th October

Back for its 24th edition, ImagineArts Festival
turnsWaterford into aworld of creativity every
October. This year’s theme, Create, invites you

into amix ofmusic, theatre, dance, literature,
visual arts, and heritage events spread right
across the city.

Over the years, Imagine haswelcomed an
incredible lineup of talent, frommusicians like
Camille O’Sullivan, Billy Bragg,Wallis Bird,
and the Irish ChamberOrchestra towriters
such as John Banville, JosephO’Connor, and
RitaAnnHiggins. Comedy legends including
RichHall, David O’Doherty, and Jason Byrne
have also graced its stages, alongside visual
artists like Robert Ballagh,AmandaCoogan,
and Pat O’Brien.

For 2025, headline acts include the
incomparable Camille O’Sullivan, returning
towowaudiences once again, alongwith
thought-provoking exhibitions from artists
such as Pat O’Brien andGillianO’Shea. Expect
powerful performances, storytelling sessions,
workshops, and newwork from local and
international talent.
→Visit imagineartsfestival.com

Avery specialmoment of the festivalwill
seeMatt Cranitch perform alongside Jackie
Daly in an all-star concert celebrating Jackie’s
80th birthday at theTriskel. Also at theTriskel,
acclaimed artists Lisa Knapp andGerryDiver
bring their unique blend of Irish and English
folk traditions to Cork.

Whetheryou’re a seasoned trad fan or a
newcomer looking to experience Ireland’s
folk traditions, Cork Folk Festival promises an
unforgettable four days ofmusic and culture in
the heart of the city.
→Visit corkfolkfestival.com. For those
planning to immerse themselves fully, the
Spáilpín SeasonTicket (€55) covers all An
Spáilpín Fánach concerts, offering incredible
value across theweekend

PúcaFestival
30th October-2nd November

If Halloween is your season, this is the place
to be. Set in the birthplace of Samhain, Púca
lights upTrim andAthboywith fire shows,
parades,music,markets, folklore, and lots
ofmischief. Byday, it’s family-friendly,with
heritage tours, craftmarkets, foragingwalks
and circusworkshops. Bynight, it becomes
eerie,with fire processions, projections on
TrimCastle, and the Lighting of the Samhain
Fire at theHill ofWard.

The 2025 lineup includes: TheHighKings,
The 2 Johnnies, Block Rockin’ Beatswith
GrooveArmadaDJ set, Blindboy, Qween,
EmmaDoran, and Jason Byrne,whowill all
keep crowds buzzing across four nights.Add
in banquets, storytelling sessions, cabaret,
comedy, and even a Samhain Circus, and
you’ve got a festival thatmixes Ireland’s
ancient rootswithmodern fun.
→Visit pucafestival.com

CorkFolkFestival
2nd-5th October

Cork comes alive this Octoberwith the 46th
Cork Folk Festival, a four-day celebration of
music, dance, song, and storytelling across the
city. From céilís to concerts, pub sessions to
workshops, this long-running festival shines
a light on the very best of traditional and folk
music in Ireland and beyond.

This year’s line-up is one of the biggest yet.
Legendary flautistMattMolloywill join fiddler
JohnCarty as part of the headline acts,while
Flook,with Brian Finnegan, SarahAllen, Ed
Boyd, and JohnJoeKelly,mark an incredible
30 years on the road. TomCussen’s Shaskeen
are also set to perform as they celebrate an
impressive 50 years ofmakingmusic together.
Amajor highlightwill be the Irish Concertina
andMGCEOrchestras conducted byCormac
McCarthy, featuringNOTIFYwith Pádraig
Rynne andTara Breen.

Armagh Food and CiderWeekend.
Image: Fáilte Ireland.
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TheKingsley,CoCork
Experience the excitement of the cityand the
relaxation of a luxuryspa,with an autumn
break atTheKingsley, CoCork. Ideally located
along the banks of the River Lee, you can
enjoy relaxing spa therapies at The Spa at
TheKingsley,which features an outdoor
hydrotherapypool overlooking the river,
heated loungers, and holisticwellness
treatments.Whetheryou’re strolling the
nearbyShandonMilewalk under trees full of
golden leaves, exploringCork’s cultural gems,
or simplyunwinding in your deluxe river-view
room,TheKingsley offers an elegantway to
embrace autumn.
With cosybedrooms, a bistro-style restaurant,

and Perch, a coffee andwine barwith views
out over the River Lee, a luxury award-winning
spa, and pet-friendly rooms,TheKingsleyhas
everything you need for an urban retreat in
Cork city.
Autumn breaks start from€229 pernight,

with options that include spa access and break-
fast.
→To find outmore, visit thekingsley.ie

Lawlor’s ofNaas,CoKildare
As the leaves turn, there’s no better time
to uncoverKildare’s hidden gemswith an
autumn break at Lawlor’s of Naas, the 4-Star
destination hotel for cosy escapes, race day
adventures, and unforgettablememories.
Fromwoodlandwalks at Donadea Forest

Park to canal-side strolls along the Royal Canal
Greenway, autumn inKildare is a nature-lov-
er’s dream.Guests can also explore nearby
KillinthomasWoods or take in sweepingviews

fromCupidstownHill.
Lawlor’s is perfectly located for autumn race

days at Curragh, Naas, and Punchestown, and
golf enthusiasts can tee off at Palmerstown
House, Craddockstown, or the historic Royal
Curragh.Afterward, return to stylish interi-
ors and savour seasonal dining atVi’s Restau-
rant orAfternoonTea surrounded byheritage
charm.
AutumnEscape Packages include a two-night

breakwith dinner from€422 or an overnight
staywith breakfast from€189 for two sharing.
“We often say that life’s bestmoments happen

off the beaten track, and that’s exactlywhat an
autumn break at Lawlor’s offers,” saysDeeNix,
CEO of Lawlor’s of Naas.
→Bookat lawlors.ie

TheBailieHotel, CoCavan
The Bailie Hotel, proudly recognisedwith a
recent tourism award, is the perfect base for an
autumn escape in the heart of Bailieborough.
Withwarmhospitality,modern comforts,
and a central location, it’s ideal for couples,
families, or solo travellers looking to explore
the season’s colours and charm.
September rates offer excellent value at €120

pernight Sunday to Friday and€140 on Satur-
days, including a full Irish breakfast.Whether
you’re enjoying awalk through nearbyCastle
Lake Forest orwinding downwith dinner in the
hotel, The Bailiemakes every stay feel special.
For those seeking a bit of local history, the

BailieboroughBridewellMuseum iswellworth
a visit, entry is just €7.50 per adult,withmore
details at bailieboroughbridewell.com.
→To bookyour autumn break or find outmore,
visit bailiehotel.ie

TheClybaunHotel, CoGalway
Looking for an autumn escape?TheClybaun
Hotel, Galway, is ideally situated between
Salthill andGalwayCity and is located on the

doorstep to Connemara, TheAran Islands
and theWildAtlanticWay. There are plenty of
places to visit and activities to enjoy.
Choose from a selection of superior double,

twin and family rooms. Bring the swimming
gear and enjoy thewell-equipped leisure cen-
tre,with a gym, Canadian hot tub and swim-
ming pool.
TheClybaunMidweekAutumnOffer in-

cludeswelcome chocolates in your roomon
arrival, amain course and glass ofwine or beer
in the evening and a sumptuous breakfast in
themorning. No need to leave too early as late
check-out until 1pm is also included.With pric-
es from€115 per person sharing, it is available
on selected dates this autumn.
→Discover this andmore great offers atThe
ClybaunHotel by visiting clybaunhotel.ie

KenmareBayHotel, CoKerry
As autumn settles over the picturesque town
of Kenmare, and the landscape transforms
into rich hues of red and gold, there’s no better
time to retreat to the comfort and charm of
the Kenmare BayHotel &Resort. Nestled in
the heart of Kerry, the hotel offers the perfect
balance of relaxation and adventure.
Whetheryou’re looking to unwind or explore,

theyhave something for everyone. Savour ex-
quisite dining atThe BayBistro, relax in one
of their deluxe bedrooms or luxury self-cater-
ing lodges, or recharge atThe BayHealth Club,
completewith a heated pool, jacuzzi, sauna,
and gym. Plus, guestswho book directly enjoy
complimentaryEVcharging,making your jour-

Check inforautumn
Your guide to Ireland’s best hotels and offers
this season

Killashee Hotel

Lawlor’s ofNaas

The Bailie Hotel

The Kingsley

Kenmare BayHotel

The ClydbaunHotel



KilasheeHotel, CoKildare
Get immersed in nature in the beautiful
setting of the 4-StarKillasheeHotel outside
Naas in CoKildarewith the ‘Timeless
Discovery’ stay. Located on 55 acres of gardens
andwoodlands, the hotel and groundswill
create amemorable and relaxing experience
for friends and family to enjoy this autumn.
Stay two nights in a luxurious room and enjoy

the award-winning breakfast eachmorning, a
charming two course lunch in theOak&Anvil
one day and a delightful three course dinner
inThe PippinTree restaurant on an evening of
your choice. Immerse yourself in the beauty of
the estatewith its autumnalwoodland trails
and gardenwalks.
Guests also have complimentaryuse of the

leisure centre’s sauna, steam room, jacuzzi and
25m swimming pool. Explore the surround-
ing visitor attractions that include some of the
country’smost important historical andmo-
nastic sites. There are also the destination loca-
tions such as CraddockstownGolf Course, Kil-
dareVillage andNewbridge Silverware, allwith
a 10pc special discount. Killashee is located
close to theNational Stud andJapaneseGarden
andRussboroughHouse and 15minutes from
TheCurragh and Punchestown racecourses.
Total price for two people sharing for two

nights stay from€460.
→Visit killasheehotel.com

TheTalbotHotel, CoWexford
Embrace the charm of the South East this
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ney as effortless as your stay.
Step outside and discoverKenmare’s quaint

shops, art galleries, award-winning restaurants,
and scenicwalking trails, all just a fewminutes’
walk from their doorstep.
With exclusiveAutumnBreak packages avail-

able, this is the perfect season to experience the
beauty of Kerry and thewarmth of Irish hospi-
tality.
→ Escape. Relax. Indulge. Your autumn
adventure begins at Kenmare BayHotel &
Resort. Visit kenmarebayhotel.com

RiversideParkHotel, CoWexford
As the leaves turn golden this autumn,
escape to the Riverside ParkHotel in the
picturesque town of Enniscorthy, CoWexford.
Starting from€139 in total, theirAutumn
Break package includes luxurious overnight
accommodation, delicious full Irish breakfast
plus prosecco and chocolates in your roomon
arrival.
Nestled along the banks of the River Slaney,

the Riverside ParkHotel offers a blend of com-
fort and luxury. Guests can enjoy their exten-
sive facilities, including state-of-the-art leisure
club, swimming pool and gymnasium. Choose
from three dining outlets, PromBar,Alamo
Steakhouse, andMoorings Restaurant for a de-
liciousmeal and sip cocktailswhile overlooking
the stunning riverviews.
Get out and explore the local area during your

stay. Take a stroll on the beautiful Curracloe
Beach, discover the historic gardens of Johns-
townCastle or delve into history at the IrishNa-
tional Heritage Park.
This autumn, let them look afteryou. Book

now to experience the perfect blend of luxury,
relaxation and local charm.
→Visit riversideparkhotel.com

TheMetropoleHotel, CoCork
For amemorable city escape brimmingwith
charm, elegance, and indulgence, look no
further thanTheMetropoleHotel’s Sip, Stay
& Savour package. Priced at just €199 for
two guests, this exceptional offer is ideal for
couples or friends seeking a relaxing break in
the heart of Cork.
Enjoy overnight accommodation in one of the

hotel’s beautifully appointed bedrooms, com-
pletewith a full Irish breakfast the nextmorn-
ing. Upon arrival, savour a delicious artisan
charcuterie board pairedwith a bottle ofwine -
the perfectway to unwind.
Located in the city centre, TheMetropoleHo-

tel is just a short stroll fromboth the train and
bus stations,making it a convenient and luxu-
rious retreat. This offer represents superb value
and a taste of Cork’swarmhospitality in one of
itsmost iconic hotels.
→Visit themetropolehotel.ie

autumnwith a cosygetaway in the heart of
WexfordTown.Whetheryou’re planning a
relaxing retreat, a scenic golfing break, or a
laid-back shoppingweekend, Talbot Hotel
Wexford andTalbot Suites at Stonebridge offer
the perfect base foryour seasonal escape.
Just a two-minutewalk from the bustling

town centre, TalbotHotelWexford blends com-
fort and conveniencewith 107 stylishly appoint-
ed rooms, a vibrant bar, a newly refurbished
restaurant, and a state-of-the-art leisure centre
completewith a heated swimming pool, ideal
for unwinding after crisp autumndays. Guests
can enjoy complimentary car parking,Wi-Fi,
and livemusic three nights aweek,making it a
favourite for both leisure and business stays.
For those in search of extra space and flex-

ibility, Talbot Suites at Stonebridge offers 69
luxurious self-catering apartments, perfect for
family breaks, romantic getaways, or longer ex-
ecutive stays.All guests at the Suites enjoy se-
cure complimentary parking and full access to
the leisure centre atTalbotHotelWexford, just
100 yards away.
Experience the colours and flavours of au-

tumn inWexford, explore historic sites, stroll
along golden beaches, or cosyup in comfort as
the season turns.Your perfect autumn break
awaits.
→Visit talbotcollection.ie

Cork InternationalHotel, CoCork
Travelling throughCorkAirport?TheCork
International Hotel offers the ideal solution
for stress-free travelwith its Stay, Park&
Fly package.Whetheryou have an early
morning departure or a late-night arrival, this
convenient offer allows you to relax in style just
minutes from the terminal.
The package includes an overnight stay ei-

ther before or afteryour flight, secure parking
for the duration of your trip (from2 to 21 days),

and a complimentary shuttle bus to and from
the airport.
Guests departing early can avail of a ‘Grab&

Go’ breakfast from4am to 7am, featuring pas-
tries, fruit, yoghurt, juices, and freshly brewed
tea and coffee.Ahot breakfast option is also
available for later flights.
Withmodern, spacious rooms and exception-

al service, the Cork International Hotel ensures
your journeybegins and ends in comfort. The
perfect start to anygetaway.
→Visit corkinternationalairporthotel.com

TheGleneagle,CoKerry
This October, return towhere thememories
weremadewith the brand-newGleneagle
Reunion Breaks, designed especially for
returning guestswho knowand love the
Gleneagleway. Join theGleneagle Reunion
Experience from 5th–8thOctober.
Enjoy three or fournights ofwarmhospital-

ity, great food, lively entertainment, and the
chance to catch upwith old friends in thewel-
coming surrounds of theGleneagleHotel, Kil-
larney.
Your break includes:

■ Full Irish breakfast and three-course dinner
daily

■ Nightly dancing in theGleneagle Ballroom
■ Afternoon sing-alongs and social dancing
■Welcome reception and farewell coffee gath-

ering
■ MemoryWall, guest-led song and story ses-

sions
■ Daily leisure activities and optional day tours
■ Complimentary leisure centre access and

shuttle transfers
Your exclusive 2025Gleneagle Reunion Pin
Spaces are limited so don’tmiss this chance to

return, reunite and relive the good times.
→Booknowat gleneaglehotel.com or call
(064) 667 1550

Riverside Park

The Metropole Hotel

The Gleneagle

Cork International Hotel
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Surf’s up!
For families looking tomake themost of the
seaside this autumn, FreedomSurf School in
Tramore, CoWaterford is the place to go. This
award-winning surf centre has been teaching
people to ride thewaves safely for decades.
Located onTramore’s 5kmBlue Flag beach,
Freedomoffers lessons for everyone, from
complete beginners to adventurous teens and
parentswho fancygiving it a go. There are
junior surf lessons, adult classes, and even
special family surf sessionswhere you can all
learn together. If youwant to dive deeper, there
are surf camps and ‘surf & stay’ packages too.

FreedomSurf School also runs stand-
up paddleboarding, coastal hikes, ecology
walks, and even unique Irish-language surf
programmes. The team at Freedom, led by
founderBilly Butler, are localswho know
Tramore inside-out. They’ll share stories about
the coastline, keep everyone safe in thewater,
andmake sure kids and adults alike head home
with sandy toes andwindswept hair.

From approx. €35 for a group surf lesson
(all gear included). Family and group packages
available. Pre-booking is essential, especially
duringweekends and school holidays.
→Call 051 386773 / 086 3914908 or visit
freedomsurfschool.com

A-maze-ingadventures
Get ready to get lost on purpose atTheKildare
Maze!

As Leinster’s largest hedgemaze, it covers
1.5 acreswith over 2kmofwinding paths
leading to a viewing tower at the centre.
Designed in the shape of St Brigid’s cross, it’s a
challenge thewhole familywill love.

There’s also awoodenmaze (with routes
that change regularly), an adventure trail,
crazy golf, a zipwire, and even a toddler’s play
area.Adults enter for€9, children/students
€7 (includes all activities). Make sure to check
opening times on theirwebsite as they are
subject to change.
→Visit kildaremaze.com

Pumpkin to talkabout
Just outside Killarney town inHeadford,
the family-runKillarneyPumpkin Farmhas
become one of the best Halloween days out.

Children can pick theirvery own pumpkin,
run through the cornmaze, and pop by
thewitch’s haunted cottage. There’s also a
Pumpkin PixieVillage, the spookyFarmer’s
Ruin, and even a haunted ghost buswith live
storytelling, but don’tworry, it’smore fun than
frightening!

Whenyou need a break from the adventures,
sayhello to the alpacas or tuck into tasty
treats at Eleven77 atThe Farm.The farm is
open throughout October,with both daytime
and ‘AfterDark’ sessions, but tickets sell out
quickly, somake sure to book ahead. Bring
wellies, awarm coat, andmaybe even a change
of clothes for the kids.Mud, pumpkins and
happy faces are all part of the fun!
→Visit killarneypumpkinfarm.ie

Woollygoodwalks
What’s cooler than hiking at Ireland’smost
northerly point? Doing itwith a fluffy alpaca by
your side!

Founded in 2019 by local farmerJohn
McGonagle,WildAlpacaWaywas created to
protect the land and share the breathtaking
beauty ofMalinHead in a sustainableway.
Today, John and his three sonswelcome
visitors for daily guided treks at 11am, 1pm, and
3pm,where each person is pairedwith one of

their 37 alpacas.
The gentle animals lead you along a private

trail on the KnockamanyBens,with sweeping
views overMalinHead, theAtlantic Ocean, and
the golden sands of Five Finger Strand. It’s the
kind of scenery that stops you in your tracks,
thoughyour alpacamight tug you along if he
spots a patch of tasty grass!

Perfect for families, couples, or solo
explorers. This year, the family launchedWild
AlpacaWool, spinning the super-soft fleece
from their alpacas into a range of beautiful
keepsakes. Itmeans you can take home a little
piece of Donegal too.

Book in advance because these alpacas are
starting to becomevery popular!
→Visit wildalpacaway.com

Underthedome
If it’s autumn time, then theremight be some
rainydays, andCarlow’s biggest indoor play
zone, theDome FamilyEntertainment Centre,
has everything you need to keep kids (and
parents!) entertained.

Frombowling and laser tag to arcade games,
pool and a sports simulator, there’s something
for every age group. The star of the show is
CongoQuest, a jungle-themed soft play area
covering awhopping 8,000 square feet. Kids
under 12 can clamber through ball pools, crawl
through tubes, slides, and even amini soccer
court,while parents relaxwith a coffee at the
CongoCafé.You’ll be heading homewith
happy (and tired!) faces.
→Admission: Bowling€36 per lane per hour;
CongoQuest €6midweek/€8weekends
(€5.50pp for 3+ kids); Laser Zone€7 all week.
Visit dome.ie

Familyfun
Your guide to adventures everyone will love

WildAlpacaWay,Malin Head, CoDonegal.
Image: Fáilte Ireland.

Freedom Surf School

Dome Family
Entertainment Centre
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Historyatwork
Take a step back in time at theDonaghmore
FamineWorkhouseMuseum inCo Laois. Once
a 19th-centuryworkhouse, this restored site
near Portlaoise tells the story of the families
who lived and struggledwithin itswalls during
and after theGreat Famine. Between 1845
and 1849, around 1,200 people sought refuge
here, leaving behind stories of hardship and
survival.
Walking through the dormitories, kitchen,

andwaiting hall, you’ll get a real sense ofwhat
lifewas like inside. Guided tours and exhibits
bring these stories to life, showing not only
the suffering but also the resilience of local
people. In the 1920s, the BritishArmyused it
as a barracks, and later it became home to the
Donaghmore Co-Operative Society, serving
local farmers. Today, themuseumbrings these
stories together and keeps the history alive.
This isn’t your usual tourist spot, but it’s one

youwon’t forget!
→ For opening hours, call 086 8296685 or
email info@donaghmoremuseum.com

Mining thepast
In north Roscommon, theArignaMining
Experience is a real hidden gem for history
lovers. Here, you can head underground into
Ireland’s lastworking coalmine!
But before you put on yourhard hat,walk

through the exhibition spacewhere old
mining tools, photographs, and even original
video footage tell the story of 400 years of
mining in the valley. Then it’s time to descend
belowground.With sound and light effects,
and guided by formerminers, you’ll see exactly
what lifewas like forminerswho spent long
days deep in the rock. If you’ve still got energy,

followpart of theMiner’sWay andHistorical
Trail, which traces the pathsminers once
walked throughRoscommon, Leitrim, and
Sligo.
With a café, a gift shop full of local crafts,

and free parking, it’s easy to spend a few
fruitful hours here.
→Open daily, 10am-5pm.Tours last approx. 45
minutes-1 hour. Visit arignaminingexperience.ie

Frozen in time
Reopening inOctober aftermajor renovations,
the Shackleton Experience is set to be one
of theworld’s leading polarmuseums, and

you’ll find it inAthy, CoKildare. Housed in a
beautifully restored 300-year-old building on
the town square, this immersive attraction
celebrates the life and adventures of Sir Ernest
Shackleton, the legendaryAntarctic explorer
born just a fewmiles away in Kilkea.
Inside, you’ll find artefacts from

Shackleton’s expeditions, from an original
sledge and harness to amodel of the
Endurance, and even the cabinwhere he spent
his final days.A30-seater audio roombrings
his journeys to lifewith film footage, and on
theOctoberBankHoliday, the Shackleton
AutumnSchool brings experts and enthusiasts

from around theworld toAthy to share stories,
ideas, and inspiration about exploration and
leadership. Reopening just in time for autumn,
it’s a day out youwon’twant tomiss.
→Visit shackletonmuseum.com formore
updates

The ‘write’ sideof theAtlantic
On theDingle Peninsula, the Blasket Centre
tells the story of the islands and the Irish-
speaking communitywho once lived there.
Through interactive exhibitions and

displays, you’ll step into theworld of the
islanderswho facedwildweather, isolation,
and emigration before the last families left the
Great Blasket in 1953. The Centre also shines
a light on their literary tradition,with classics
like Peig, The Islandman, andTwentyYears
A-Growing capturing island life in detail.
As aWildAtlanticWaySignatureDiscovery

Point, the Blasket Centre also has stunning
clifftop views of the islands and coastline,
which areworth the trip alone! Inside, you’ll
also find a café, bookshop, and plenty of space
to stop and take it all in.
→Visit heritageireland.ie

All images courtesy of Fáilte Ireland

Beyondtheguidebooks
Our top picks of Ireland’s hidden gems prove you don’t need
to travel far to find something unforgettable

Donaghmore FamineWorkhouseMuseum

Blasket Centre
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Family frights
If youwant a spookydayoutwith something
for everyone, head to theHalloween Fall Festi-
val at SecretValleyWildlife Park in Clonroche
(4thOctober-2ndNovember). Byday, families
can enjoy tractor rides, an expanded pump-
kin patch, awitches’ village,woodland trails,
bouncy castles and, of course,meeting the
park’s rescued animals. Every ticket even in-
cludes a pumpkin to take home. It’s a full day of
autumn adventurewith just the right amount
of spooky fun.
Butwhen the sun goes down, the real terror

begins. ‘TheCornmazeMassacre’,Wexford’s
scariest adult scare night, turns the park into a
living nightmarewith 10+ themed scare zones,
includingTheAsylum, Riot Night, andCar-
nEVIL. Live actors, immersive sets, and the
eerie countryside settingmake this a horror ex-
perience like no other. It’s so intense you’ll need
to sign awaiver before entering, and refunds
aren’t given if you can’tmake it out (you proba-
blywill, though!).
→Visit secretvalley.ie and
cornmazemassacre.ie

Spooktacular stays in theBoyneValley
Looking for a breakwith a littlemagic thisHal-
loween?The BoyneValleyhas you covered!
TrimCastleHotel is serving up family feasts
and tickets to Emerald Park,whileThe Johns-
townEstatemixes luxurywith fun thanks to its

HalloweenKids Club, fairy trail, and a relax-
ing spa for the grown-ups. In Kells, Headfort
ArmsHotel turns history into adventurewith a
MysteryTrail full of Celtic crosses and ancient
secrets. Over at KnightsbrookHotel, families
can dive into the Púca Festival, Emerald Park
thrills, and even a spookyday at CauseyFarm.
CastleArchHotel is right in themiddle of

Trim’s Púca celebrations,while LoughcrewEs-
tate has room for up to 17 guests and aHallow-
een garden event tomatch. If you prefer the
seaside, then the Cottages are offering 15pc off
coastal stays. For something cosy, both theArd-
boyneHotel andNewgrangeHotelmake au-
tumngetaways extra snugwith their seasonal
packages.
And if that’s not enough, the region is packed

with options, fromboutique B&Bs like Cara-
vogueHouse to elegant escapes like Bellinter
House, Tankardstown, andRock FarmSlane.
Whetheryouwant thrills, chills, or just a cosy

autumngetaway, the BoyneValleyhas it all.
→ For all the details, and plentymore to see
and do, visit discoverboynevalley.ie

Abloodygood time
LeapCastle is Ireland’smost haunted cas-
tle. Built back in the 1200s, itwas home to the
O’Carroll clan,whowere not exactly peace-
ful neighbours. Their feudswere brutal, and

the castlewalls seemed to have soaked up the
drama.The scariest spot is the BloodyChapel,
where ghostly figures are said to appear and icy
cold patches stop visitors in their tracks!
Visitors arewelcome and current owner, Sean

Ryan, loves to tell visitors stories of Leap’s his-
tory ofmassacres,murders, and probable oc-
cult practices aswell as the legends of its res-
ident ghosts such as the Red Lady, thought to

Hauntedhistory
Autumn is also spooky season! With Halloween
just around the corner, there are lots of ghostly
legends and scary activities around the country.
Here are some of the spookiest spots to check
out this season
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be aDarby familymemberwho once owned
the castle; the spirit of a governesswho only
appears to blonde visitors; and two little girls,
Emily andCharlotte,whose laughteryoumight
hear in the halls. Sean even talks of themyste-
rious ‘elemental’, a sinister presence believed
to have been born out of centuries of suffering
within thewalls.
Guests are handed torches and invited to

climb the narrowsteps up to the BloodyChap-
el itself. Here, oneO’Carroll brother is said to
havemurdered another as he saidMass at the
altar.You’ll leave feeling as if the ghosts of the

past are verymuch still alive!
→The castle is open to visitors on request.
OpenMonday-Saturday, 10am-5pm.
Contact Sean Ryan at 086 8690547 or email
seanfryan@outlook.com.Visit leapcastle.net

Jurassic larks
For aHalloween breakwith some real frights,
Jurassic Newpark inKilkennyhas you covered.
Running from25thOctober to 2ndNovem-
ber, this family-friendly festival is packedwith
themed activities. Kids can get involved in a
HarryPotterHalloween experience, get sort-

ed intoHogwarts houses, decorate chocolate
apples, or test their bravery inAragog’s spider
tunnel.
There’s also aHauntedCastle, a spooky cab-

in filledwith creepy surprises, aWickedWalk
among lurking dinosaurs, and aHalloween
Express train that chugs through the park
with some ghostly commentary.Youngervis-
itors can join aWizard Class or explore the
DinoDen,while thewhole family can enjoy
the scare room, scavengerhunts, and plenty
of photo ops.
→Tickets are €18.50 per person and include
all Halloween activities. Families staying at
theNewparkHotel also get complimentary
access to Jurassic Newpark, alongwith hotel
perks like the outdoor infinity pool and family
rooms. Bookat bookings@jurassicnewpark.
com or call +353 87 176 9826

Dracula’sDublin
Dublin has its fair share of ghost stories, but it
also has a direct link to one of the greatest hor-
ror stories everwritten, Dracula. BramStoker,
the city’smost famousGothic author,was born
here, and from24th to 27thOctober, Pat Lid-
dy’s DarkDublinWalkingTourwill guide visi-
tors through the city’s darker side. Expect tales
of bodysnatchers, rebellions, executions, and
hauntings togetherwith the stories of Stoker
and his gothic predecessors, including Sher-
idan Le Fanu andCharlesMaturin. Stops in-
cludeDublin Castle, Christ ChurchCathedral,
St Patrick’s Cathedral, and the hauntedMarsh’s
Library.
It’s a chillingwalk throughDublin’s grim

past!
→Tickets €27 adult (€22 seniors/students).
Bookatwalkingtours.ie or call (01) 832 9406

Sean Ryan, Leap Castle.
Image: Fáilte Ireland.

Jurassic Newpark
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Offalygoodadventures
LoughBooraDiscoveryPark in CoOffaly is like
a playground for familieswho lovemixing the
outdoorswith lots of creativity. The flat trails
are perfect for cycling (bikes are available to
hire on site) or for strollswith little legs in tow.

One of the highlights is the Sculpture
Park,where giantworks of art rise from the
bog landscape. Here, you’ll spot spirals, steel
towers and even a ‘SkyTrain’ that seems
straight out of a storybook. Families can also
wander the fairy trail, go bird-watching, or try
a spot of angling at Loch anDochais,which is
accessible for all abilities. Afterwards,warmup
in the eco-friendly café or book a guided tour to
discover the park’s history,wildlife, and even
its ancientMesolithic sites.
→Trails are open seven days a week, with bike
hire, maps, and visitor facilities all available
on-site. Visit loughboora.com, call 057
9340010, or email info@loughboora.com

Ashore thing
If your crewwants some thrills and stunning
scenery, head to Kerry’s Skellig Coast.
AquaTerra BoatTours, based onValentia
Island, run trips past the cliffs, puffin-dotted
islands, and theUNESCO-listed Skellig

Michael, instantly recognisable as Luke
Skywalker’s hideaway in StarWars: The Last
Jedi.

For familieswith older kids, theUltimate
Skellig CoastTour (ages 10+) is two hours of
maritime fun,with seabird spotting, dolphin
sightings, and tales ofmonkswho carved
a life out of theAtlantic’s edge. Thosewith
younger adventurers can opt for theValentia
IslandHarbourExperience, a gentler trip
suitable for ages two and up,where you’ll
see seals lounging on rocks and learn the
island’s seafaring stories. Eitherway, it’s an
unforgettable day out!
→Visit kerryaquaterra.ie

Canoebelieve it?
InMonaghan, theTanaghOutdoorEducation
&TrainingCentre is the perfect spot for
familieswho love a littlemud on their boots.
This place has lots of activities ranging from
raft building and kayaking to banana boating,
archery, and the legendarymudslide (a
40-metre slippery slope that kids and even
bigger kids can’t resist).

Water lovers are spoiled here too. The calm
Dromore River is here for canoeing, kayaking,
and stand-on-top kayaks, so it’s perfect for
beginners and younger adventurers. For
the lesswater-inclined, there are plenty of
land-based challenges too, from orienteering
through leafy trails to testing your aimwith
archery or tackling the indoor climbingwall
up to 40ft.

Everything is runbyexperienced instructors
whoholdCanoeing Ireland andBritishCanoe
Unionqualifications, so parents can relax
knowing safety is top priority. Plus, all the gear,
such aswetsuits, helmets, andbuoyancyaids, is
provided, so all youneed to bring isyour sense
of adventure (andmaybe a spare change of

clothes for thosemuddy landings!).
→Visit tanaghoutdooreducation.com

Bigadventures in little Lilliput
If you’re after an action-packed autumn
adventure, head for the shores of scenic Lough
Ennell inMullingar, CoWestmeath. The
LilliputAdventure Centre is set in 50 acres
of forest and parkland,making it the perfect
playground for anyonewho loves the outdoors.
You can spend the daypaddling across the
calm lake in a kayak or canoe, trying yourhand
at archery, or teaming up for a round of laser
tag. There are also challenges like raft building,
capture the flag, and even rock climbing for
thosewhowant to test their limits.

It’s a brilliant spot for families, school
groups, or just friends looking to swap a day
indoors for a day of laughs, splashes, and
fresh air. The centre also runs camps, activity
weekends, and even has accommodation and
camping on site if youwant to turn it into a
mini-break!
→Visit lilliputadventure.com

Activeautumn
Adventures to keep the whole family moving

Tree-mendous fun
If the autumn leavesmake youwant to
climb trees, thenwhynot do it in style?At
Zipit LoughKey in CoRoscommon, you can
scale rope ladders, balance acrosswobbly
bridges, leap into cargo nets and fly through
the treetops on zip lines. It’s like a giant
playground in the forest, but for all ages.

Set in the LoughKeyForest Park, the
courses range frombeginner-friendly circuits
to adrenaline-packed challenges. Safety gear
and trained instructorsmeanyou can relax
and focus on the fun, or on summoning some
courage for that big jump!

Afteryour three-hour treetop adventure,
you can catch your breath over a hot drink and
snack at the café, or head off to exploremore of
the park. There are lakesidewalks, the canopy
walk and amaze at the visitor centre, so there’s
plenty to fill the rest of your day.
→ Pre-booking is advised, especially if you’re
bringing a group of children. Visit zipit.ie

All images courtesy of Fáilte Ireland

SkelligMichael

Lough Borra Discovery Park

Lilliput Adventure Centre

Zipit Lough Key
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Onceupona trail
For familieswho love a long ramble, the
BlackwaterWay–Avondhu is a prettyvaried
hiking experience through countiesTipperary
andCork. Following the valley of the River
Blackwater, this trail stretches over 126km and
usually takes six days to complete, but don’t
worry, you don’t need towalk thewhole thing
to enjoy it!

Starting in the village of Clogheen, the trail
passes throughmountain flanks, bog roads,
and forest tracks. One of themost scenic
sections takes you up to the famousVeeGap,
with sweepingviews over theKnockmealdown
Mountains.Along theway, you’ll find ancient
standing stones, stone circles, and cairns,
turning yourwalk into a history lesson!

For families looking for a day trip rather than
aweek-long trek, it’s easy to choose shorter
sections, such as Clogheen to theVeeGap
or the riverwalk near Fermoy. The trail links
villages like Kilworth and Ballynamona,where
you can stop for tea,while Fermoyoffers plenty
of family-friendly cafes. Just don’t forget sturdy
boots; the off-road sections can getmuddy
after rain.

Wheeliegood fun
If you’re looking for an easy family adventure
this autumn, thenKerry’s Greenways are just
the ticket! These traffic-free trails are perfect
forwalking or cycling,with stunning views,
fun stop-offs and plenty of fresh air. TheTralee
to Fenit Greenway is a gentle 13.6km coastal
routewith amazing views of Fenit Harbour,
while the longer 53kmListowel to Limerick
Greenwaywinds through rivers,woods and
charming towns.

It’s a brilliantway to stretch your legs, enjoy
the outdoors andmake themost of themid-
term break. Pack a picnic, bring the bikes or

just go for awander because there’s something
for everyone, from little explorers to grown-up
adventurers.

You’ll also find great places to eat, cosy spots
to stay and loads of nearby attractions to round
out your trip. Keep an eye out forwildlife, local
art and fun signage along theway. It’s a day out
everyonewill remember.
→Visit discoverkerry.com

Gowith the flow
Not every adventure needs steep climbs or
mountain gear. Sometimes the best journeys

are the ones that take it slow, and theGrand
CanalWay is exactly that. Stretching 117km
fromLucan in CoDublin throughKildare and
to ShannonHarbour inOffaly, this linear trail
is flat and leafy.

Following old grassy towpaths and quiet
canal-side roads, the route goes past restored
lock-keepers’ cottages, centuries-old bridges,
and still-functioning canal locks.

Of course, you don’t need to tackle thewhole
five-day trek. Shorter sections are perfect for
autumnwalks or bike rides,with towns and
villages along theway for coffee stops, pints, or

overnight stays. The stretch throughKildare is
especially beautiful in autumn!

This is an easy-going route,making it ideal
for families, casualwalkers, or cyclistswho just
want a relaxed spin in the fresh air.

TheStairwaytoHeaven
If there’s one Irishwalk that deserves a place
on everyhiker’s bucket list, it’s the Cuilcagh
BoardwalkTrail, better known as the ‘Stairway
toHeaven’.

The trail is around 11km in total, beginning
with a gravel path that leads into thewooden
boardwalk. From there, the challenge really
begins. The final ascent involvesmore than
400 steep steps that carryyou up to a viewing
platform. Standing here feels like you’re on
top of theworld,with sweeping views over
Fermanagh and across intoDonegal.

While thewalk can be tough, it is achievable
for anyonewith a reasonable level of fitness.
Good boots,warm layers and a bottle ofwater
are essentials, as themountainweather
changes quickly and can catch people off
guard. Facilities are limited, but toilets and
parking can be found at KillykeeganNature
Reserve, a short distance away, or at the paid
car park closer to the start of the trail. After the
climb,manywalkers stop at the nearbyMarble
ArchCaves visitor centre for awell-earned
coffee and a slice of something sweet.

Hikesandbikes
Autumn adventures on two feet or two wheels

Tralee to Fenit Greenway

Cuilcagh BoardwalkTrail.
Image: Fáilte Ireland.
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TheCliffs ofMoher,CoClare
This is the star of Irish Instagram, because the
Cliffs of Moher are jaw-droppingly beautiful.
They tower above theAtlantic and have views
that changewith the light andweather.
Although here’s a bit of awarning: thewild
Atlanticwindswill give you that ‘windswept
chic’ look,whetheryouwant it or not!
→Photo tip:Head to the main entrance, then
turn right and follow the cliff walk for a few
minutes to reach the Goat’s Path, one of the
best spots for an iconic photo. For an alternative
angle, take the hiking route to the left of
O’Brien’s Tower, where you’ll capture stunning
views towards Hag’s Head. Early risers win here
because arriving before 9am means fewer tour
buses, softer light, and plenty of space to frame
your shot.

BlarneyCastle&Gardens,CoCork
Everyone knows about kissing the Blarney
Stone, but the real Insta gold is in the gardens.
Beyond the castle ruins lie 60 acres of fern-

linedwalkways and arboretums, the quirky
Poison Garden and the magical Rock Close.
Did you know that BlarneyCastle & Gardens
was the first estate in Ireland to be awarded
the title of ‘Wildlife Estate’ by the European
Landowners’ Organisation, thanks to its
conservationwork and biodiversity?

Check out theThrough theArtist’s Eye
exhibition in the StableYard,where artists
have captured the gardens in paint, sculpture,
and photography.
→Photo tip: For that fairytale shot, head
towards theWoodlandWalk in the morning
when it’s misty, or time your visit to the lake walk
around sunset when the swans glide by.

Glendalough,CoWicklow
In theWicklowMountains National Park,
this 6th-centurymonastic site, founded bySt
Kevin, is a mix of history and natural beauty.
Wander through the ruins, stroll along the
lakes, or just soak up the peace of this glacial
valley.

Take a reflective shot by the UpperLake,
capture the ruins against the mountains, or
hike up the Spinc and GlenealoValleyWalk for
a panoramic view! If you’ve still got energy, the
Green RoadWalk has gentler trails and more
angles of this extraordinaryvalley.
→Photo tip:Go early morning or late afternoon
for the best light (and fewer crowds). The Spinc
Ridge is amazing for wide shots, but don’t forget
the little details too, such as the mossy stones,
the woodland paths, and the autumn leaves.

DunquinPier, CoKerry
This zig-zagging pier on the Dingle Peninsula

once served as the lifeline between the
mainland and Great Blasket Island, earning it
the nickname ‘Sheep Highway’when farmers
herded livestock down the steep path to the
boats. The Irish-speaking village of Dunquin
(Dhún Chaoin) even had its Hollywood
moment in Ryan’s Daughter, and the local pub,
Kruger’s, still proudly shows off photos from
the shoot.

Today, Dunquin is the gateway to the Blasket
Islands,with ferries running fromApril to
September. The area is steeped in Blasket
heritage and folklore and the famouswritings
of Peig Sayers andThomas O’Crohan.
→Photo tip:Head up the hill at sunset when
there’s plenty of golden light. Just don’t stand too
close to the edge as the cliffs are steep, and the
winds can get wild.

TheDarkHedges,CoAntrim
Thanks to Game ofThrones, this twisted
avenue of beech trees is nowworld-famous.
The treeswere first planted in the 1770s,
and over the centuries, their branches grew
together to form one of the most atmospheric
natural tunnels in theworld.

You’ll find the Dark Hedges on Bregagh
Road, an hour’s drive from Belfast. The road

itself is closed to traffic to protect the roots, so
visitors park nearby and stroll in. On screen, it
became the KingsroadwhereArya Stark fled
King’s Landing, but in real life, mistymornings
make it even more beautiful. Once you’ve
taken your shots, explore the nearbyGiant’s
Causeway, Carrick-a-Rede, and Dunluce
Castle.
→Photo tip:Go before 8am if you can. Not
only is the light softer and more atmospheric, but
you’ll also beat the bus tours.

CastletownHouse&Parklands,CoKildare
If you like your Instagramwith some grandeur,
Castletown House is a must. Ireland’s finest
Palladian mansion, itwas built in the 1720s
forWilliam Conolly, the Speaker of the
Irish House of Commons. Today, it’s just
as impressive,with sweeping 18th-century
parklands on the banks of the River Liffey,
elegant drawing rooms, and one of the only
intact 18th-century print rooms in the country.

The parklands are free to enter and open
daily from 7am to 10pm. House tours run at
11am and 2pm on select days,with highlights
like sparkling Murano-glass chandeliers and
the grand Long Gallery.
→Photo tip:Don’t miss the Lady Louisa walk
by the river or the meadow with its temple ruins
for backdrops that look like they’re out of a period
drama.

All images courtesy ofFáilte Ireland

Pictureperfect
Ireland has Instagram-worthy spots, and if you’re
looking for the best backdrops for your feed,
here’s where to point your camera

Blarney Castle &Gardens

Cliffs ofMoher

CastletownHouse

Glendalough

TheDarkHedges
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Discover the autumn getaways that inspire art,
culture, and imagination!
Astrokeof inspiration
As autumn colours sweep across the
Fermanagh Lakelands, immerse yourself
in aweekend of creativity, inspiration, and
relaxation. In associationwithHambly&
Hambly, LoughErneResort presents a unique
‘Sketch& Stay’ retreatwith acclaimed artist
EamonColman.
This three-day escape blends the tranquilli-

ty of LoughErnewith hands-onmasterclasses.
Whether a beginner or seasoned artist, guests
will enjoyguidedworkshops on sketching, col-
our, handmademilk paints, and plein air tech-
nique.
Theweekend beginswith awelcome art tour

led by curatorCiaraHambly beforemeeting
EamonColman. Highlights includemorn-
ingworkshops, an exclusive visit toHambly&
Hambly at DunbarHousewith prosecco recep-
tion, and fine dining at the Catalina.
Guestswill leavewith a finished canvas and

renewed creative confidence. The package in-
cludes a two-night luxury staywith breakfast,

Sunday lunch, Thai Spa access, and lakeside
walks. From£565pp sharing.
→Bookat +44(0)28 6632 3230 quoting
“Hambly”

Through the lookingglass
If you’re inWaterford, don’tmiss the city’smost
sparkling attraction, theHouse ofWaterford.
House ofWaterford’s esteemed factory is
the beating heart ofWaterford’s crystal
manufacture and iswhere their intricate,
authentic, andmasterful crystal pieces come

to life. Located in the heart ofWaterford City’s
historicVikingTriangle, the factory tour gives
visitors a glimpse into thewonderfulworld of
Waterford and the astounding craftsmanship
behind the iconic brand.
Develop a new-found appreciation for crystal

by journeying through the factory andwatch
as vivid orangemolten crystal is transformed
into glisteningworks of art. EncounterMaster
Craftspeoplewho have been honing their craft
for over 40 years.
Following the tour, explore theHouse of

Waterford Retail Experiencewhich holds the
world’s largest display ofWaterford and a se-
lection of some of theworld’smost prestigious
sporting trophies like the IrishOpenTrophy
and the SolheimCup.
→Visit houseofwaterford.com

Dockandunwind
If you’re heading off on the ferry fromRosslare,
TheDock BoutiqueHotel is a stylish stopover
thatmakes your journey feel like a holiday
from the very start. Just steps from the port,
it’s perfect for travellers sailingwith Brittany
Ferries to Bilbao orCherbourg, especially if
you’re coming from far away andwant to skip
themad early-morning dash.
With 24 beautiful rooms and suites, plus a

chic restaurant to enjoybefore you set sail, it’s
the perfect place to unwind, recharge, and get

in the travelmood.Why start your trip stressed
whenyou can start itwell-rested?
→Visit thedockboutiquehotel.com

Fall intoart
Nestled in the heart of Kenmare Bay, Sheen
Falls Lodge is recognised as one of theworld’s
first TwoMICHELINKeyHotels. The lodge
serves as the perfect gateway to the Ring of
Kerry, Beara Peninsula and theWildAtlantic
Way. Choose from elegant LodgeRooms and
Suites all boasting tranquilwaterviews. For the
ultimate secluded escape, retreat to one of the
exclusive thatched cottages.
Enhance your stay by teeing off at the Ring of

KerryGolf Course, savour exquisite fine dining
atThe Falls Restaurant or enjoy amore relaxed
affair at The Stables Brasserie.
From 14th September to 12thOctober, the

5-Star country estate Sheen Falls Lodgewill
transform into an extraordinary open-air and
indoor gallery.Wander 300 acres of gardens
andwoodland adornedwith striking life-size
sculptures and iconicworks byWarhol, Dalí,
Rubinstein and Ireland’s finest artists includ-
ingKerrynative LiamO’Neill. On September
16th, join them for an exclusiveArt of Conver-
sation evening at Sheen Falls Lodge,where cre-
ativity, conversation and culinary excellence
come together.Acclaimed artists LiamO’Neill,
JohnRedmond, JennyBelton and Patrick
O’Reillywill share insights into theirwork, fol-
lowed by a bespoke three-course dinner.
→ Formore details, please visit
sheenfallslodge.ie

Creativeescapes
TheDockBoutiqueHotel

Sheen Falls Lodge

House ofWaterford

Lough Erne Resort
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Afeast toremember
From cafés to food trails, the
best pit stops for the food lover

The leaves are crunching on the ground,
the air is getting colder, and your hands
are just itching to wrap around a gi-
ant mug of something hot and frothy.

Throw in a slice of cake or a scone, and sudden-
ly the drizzle outside doesn’t matter one bit.
Across Ireland, there are so many snug little
cafés, restaurants, food trails and experiences
that dish up everything from creamy cheeses
and fresh seafood to handmade chocolates that
look almost too pretty to eat (almost!). These
choices are guaranteed to keep you warm and
well-fed.

Kerry
In the town of Dingle, Bean in Dingle has be-
come something of a pilgrimage point for cof-
fee lovers. Frothy cappuccinos, rich hot choc-
olates, and cakes so prettyyou’ll want a photo
before digging in, all make it a destination spot.
It’s also home to Dingle Coffee Roasters, the
first on the peninsula. Beans from Colombia,
Brazil, and Ethiopia are roasted right here, and
you can even book a tour or grab a bag to brew
at home.

Down the road in Killarney, LUNAcoffee +
wine (lunakillarney.ie) is run by brother-and-
sister team Killian and EmilyTreacy. It’s a
stylish spot for specialty coffee, house-baked
pastries, artisan sandwiches and even natural
wines.

Cork
Heading intoWest Cork, The Stuffed Olive
(thestuffedolivebantry.com) in Bantry is a fam-
ily affair, run by Patricia Messom with daugh-
ters Sarah and Grace. It’s tiny but mighty, and
filled with the scent of freshly baked goods.
Locals flock for lemon polenta cake, pies, and
new specials dreamed up whenever inspiration
strikes. Stocked with the best local produce,
from quiches to chocolates, you’ll pop in for cof-
fee, but leave with armfuls of goodies.

Over in Cork City, Good Day Deli
(gooddaydeli.ie) in the gardens of Nano Nagle
Place, is a sustainable café where every dish
has a conscience. They have organic veggies,
fair-trade coffee, and menus that mix Irish
produce with South Pacific flavours. From
smoked beetroot ‘Benny’ to huevos rancheros,
brunch here is a treat, with fresh bakes and
garden views in a glassy, garden-surrounded
space. There’s a reason it’s award-winning!

Cavan
Up in Cavan, the well-named Latte Da (latteda.
ie) is a perfect pause point on your lakeland
journey. They have oversized mugs and
traybakes that melt in your mouth, along with
daily specials from hot meals to small bites,
all made with organic produce. Everything
is made using healthy, organic produce, so
whetheryou’re popping in for breakfast,
grabbing lunch after exploring the lakes, or
just need a mid-afternoon pick-me-up, Latte Da
is the place to be.

Leitrim
Over in Leitrim, The Courthouse
(thecourthouse.ie) in Kinlough is set in
the village’s old courthouse, and is known
for excellent coffee and seasonal treats. By
evening, it transforms into a contemporary
restaurant with lots of fresh, creative dishes
that celebrate the best of Irish produce. The
dishes here show off serious imagination.
From Silver Hill sous vide duck breast to
venison bolognese and Madras spiced lamb,
you’ve got plenty to tempt every taste.

Mayo
Mayo, of course, has its own hidden gems.
In Castlebar, Café Rua (caferua.com) is
something of a local legend. Upstairs is a café
filled with chatter, while downstairs the deli’s
shelves are stacked with seasonal goodies,

Bean in Dingle

Latte Da, Co Cavan

Seafood in Kerry
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CorkCulinaryTours,CoCork
Cork isn’t called Ireland’s culinary heart for
nothing. Alongside the famous EnglishMarket,
you’ll find guided tours and trails that bring the
city’s food culture to life, and the Cork Culinary
Tour is one of the best. Led by local guides, it’s
a three-hourwalk through Cork’s streets and
legendary food halls, with plenty of tastings
along the way. Expect farmhouse cheeses like
Durrus and Cashel Blue, oak-smoked salmon
fresh from Castletownbere, handmade Irish
breads, and even a creamy pint or sip of local
whiskey to finish. It’s a delicious deep dive!
→Check out discoverireland.ie/cork/cork-
culinary-tour

TheChocolateGardenof Ireland,CoCarlow
Sitting on the Carlow-Wicklow border, this
is paradise for anyone with a sweet tooth.
Handmade chocolates and artisan ice cream are
created on site, and you can even join a hands-
on chocolate moulding workshop. For something
extra indulgent, book in for a chocolate-themed
afternoon tea. Families love it too, thanks to a
playground and cosy café where you can sip a
hot chocolate while taking in the countryside.
→Visit chocolategarden.ie

KenmareFoodieTours,CoKerry
Alongside Dingle’s famous tasting trail, Kerry
has another gem for food lovers. Kenmare
Foodie Tours are led by food blogger and TV

chef Karen Coakley, who brings her passion
and insider knowledge to this three-and-a-half-
hourwalking tour. You’ll meet artisan producers,
taste everything from spicy sausages and black
pudding to homemade ice cream and freshly
baked breads, and sip local wines along the way.
Located between the Ring of Kerry and the Ring
of Beara, Kenmare is already known for its food
scene, but this tour offers the ultimate behind-
the-scenes taste of what makes it so special.
→Visit kenmarefoodies.com

BrehonBrewhouse,CoMonaghan
For something a little different, head off the
beaten track to Brehon Brewhouse in Inniskeen.
In amongMonaghan’s rolling drumlins, just
a fewmiles from poet Patrick Kavanagh’s
birthplace, this family-run brewery has so
much history. Founder SeamusMcMahon, a
dairy farmerwith 10 generations behind him,
diversified his farm into a craft brewery and now,
visitors can see the herd that supplies cream for
Baileys, peek into the milking parlour, then move
through to the brewhouse to watch the master
brewer at work.

The experience ends in the original family
home, where tastings are paired with Seamus’s
entertaining stories about the land, the people,
and the brews that nowwin awards far beyond
Monaghan.
→Visit brehonbrewhouse.ie

UltimateDublinFoodTour
Irish food has often been underrated, but Dublin
is changing that fast. The Ultimate Dublin Food
Tour takes you through the city’s food scene,
with old favourites and exciting new openings.
Over three hours, you’ll go from bakeries to
seafood spots, steak restaurants to ice cream
shops, tasting everything from flaky sausage
rolls and farmhouse cheeses to Guinness ice
cream and freshly caught fish. Guided by locals,
the focus is on provenance and creativity, with
every stop highlighting small, independent
producers and young chefs who are redefining
Irish food. It’s Dublin at its most delicious.
→Visit devourtours.com/tours/dublin-
ultimate-food-tour

All images courtesy of Fáilte Ireland

Best foodie
experiences
These foodie events
are definitely worth
the journey

wines, and artisan produce. Expect mugs you
can barely wrap your hands around, soups
hearty enough to count as dinner, and cakes
that guarantee you’ll sneak back for seconds.

Sligo
Following the coast, WB’s Coffee House
(wbscoffeehouse.ie) in nearby Sligo makes a
natural stop for Wild Atlantic Way explorers.
Sitting opposite the WB Yeats statue, this
independent café serves rich Italian coffee,
gourmet sandwiches, and sweet treats. It’s also
home to the Sligo Oyster Experience, where
you can sample some of Ireland’s freshest
oysters right at the counter.

Chocolate
Garden

of Ireland,
Co Carlow
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