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Time to plan yournext autumn break to
CountyMeath! There’s no better time
to explore the historic town ofTrim and

experience the rich history and beauty ofTrim
Castle and its surroundings. It’s the perfect
base for aweekend getawayor amid-term
breakwith the family.

Check into theTrimCastleHotel, amodern
hotel right in the heart of the action,with
spectacularviews of themagnificentTrim
Castle fromyourwindow.You’ll be staying
directly opposite one of Ireland’smost iconic
landmarks, perfectly positioned to explore the
town and surrounding area.

After a day of exploring, the hotel offers a
cosy retreat. Enjoy a deliciousmeal at one of
their on-site restaurants, or relaxwith a drink
while soaking upyourhistoric surroundings.

Built on the banks of the Boyne, TrimCastle
is Ireland’s largestAnglo-Norman castle.
Climb theGreat Keep and imagine the stories
that unfoldedwithin itswalls. Don’t forget to
get that perfect photo of the castle against the
backdrop of autumn colours.

From the castle, follow theTrimCastle
RiverWalk, a peaceful stroll that takes you past

Wakeuptohistory:Autumn
breaksbyTrimCastle

othermedieval ruins like theYellowSteeple
and SheepGate. It’s a fantasticway to enjoy
the crisp autumn air and see the town from a
different perspective.

After a dayof exploring, savourhearty food
and awarmwelcome in a town that feelsworlds
away fromDublin - perfect for a relaxing and
memorable escape right onyourdoorstep.

See page 5 for details of Halloween’s Púca
Festival inTrim.

For further information on staying inTrim, visit
www.trimcastlehotel.com

ILooking for a break
with a littlemagic this
Halloween?The Boyne

Valleyhas you covered! Trim
CastleHotel is serving up
family feasts and tickets to
Emerald Park,whileThe
JohnstownEstatemixes
luxurywith fun thanks to its HalloweenKids
Club, fairy trail, and a relaxing spa for the
grown-ups. In Kells, HeadfortArmsHotel
turns history into adventurewith aMystery
Trail full of Celtic crosses and ancient secrets.
Over at KnightsbrookHotel, families can dive
into the Púca Festival, Emerald Park thrills,
and even a spookyday at CauseyFarm.

CastleArchHotel is right in themiddle of
Trim’s Púca celebrations,while Loughcrew
Estate has room for up to 17 guests and a

Spooktacularstays
in theBoyneValley

Halloween garden event
tomatch. If you prefer the
seaside, then the Cottages
are offering 15pc off coastal
stays. For something cosy,
both theArdboyneHotel
andNewgrangeHotelmake
autumngetaways extra snug

with their seasonal packages.
And if that’s not enough, the region is

packedwith options, fromboutique B&Bs
like CaravogueHouse to elegant escapes like
BellinterHouse, Tankardstown, andRock
FarmSlane.Whetheryouwant thrills, chills, or
just a cosy autumngetaway, the BoyneValley
has it all.

For all the details, and plentymore to see and
do, visit discoverboynevalley.ie
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ThisHalloween andmid-term break,Aloft
Dublin City invites families, couples, and
even four-legged friends to experience

a one-of-a-kind urban getawaywith its Family
Camp rooms, transforming every stay into a
playfulmini adventure.
EachFamilyCamp room features a roll-out

bedwith its own teepee, completewith games
and activities to keep children entertained.
Parents can relaxwhile the little ones enjoy
their indooradventure –Aloft-style: no rain, just
fun, allwithin steps ofTentersGastropub and
the panoramic cityviews from theWXYZBar.
For families needing extra space, theUrban

StudioDoubleDouble Rooms offer two double
beds, ample room to spread out, and optional
crib facilities, creating the perfect basecamp
for exploringDublin together.
Couples can enjoy a stylish city escape in

the KingRooms,with chic design, skyline
views, and a vibrant atmosphere thatmakes
for amemorable getaway.And because no
adventure should leave anyone behind,Aloft
Dublin City is pet-friendly,welcoming furry
companions to join in the fun.
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Acastle staywith
cityperks

HappyCampers:Familyand
pet-friendlyurbanadventures

Set against the colourful backdrop
of KillineyHill and overlooking the
sweepingwaters of Dublin Bay,

Fitzpatrick CastleHotel offers a perfect blend
of seasonal charm, timeless hospitality, and
historic elegance. Justminutes from the
quaint streets of DalkeyVillage and the vibrant
coastal town of Dún Laoghaire, it’s the ideal
escape for an autumn break close to the cityyet
surrounded bynature.
OurAutumnGetawaypackage invites you

to unwindwith one or two nights of luxurious
accommodation, completewith a freshly
prepared breakfast eachmorning and a
mouth-watering three-course dinner on one
evening in the award-winningMapas
Restaurant.
Each spacious guest room

combines comfort and style,
giving you the perfect place to
relax after a day of exploring
or indulging. Guests also
enjoy complimentary access
to our leisure centre and
swimming pool,making it
easy to balance relaxationwith
activity during your stay.
Beyond the hotel, the

Situated in the heart of Dublin 8, guests
are justminutes fromSt. Patrick’s Cathedral,
TeelingWhiskeyDistillery, and theGuinness
Storehouse,while enjoyingmodern design,
comfortable spaces, and a livelyAloft vibe.
“AtAloft Dublin City,we’re redefining city

breaks for families, couples, and even pets.
Our FamilyCamp rooms are designed for fun,
comfort, andmaking lastingmemories,” said
Louise Brown, sales andmarketing director.
Guests are invited to discover the unique

FamilyCamp rooms, Urban StudioDouble
Double Rooms, andmore for an unforgettable
Halloween ormid-term break inDublin at
www.aloftdublincity.com,T: 00353 1963 1800.

surrounding area offers something
for everymood—whether it’s a
leisurely seaside stroll along
theDun Laoghaire pier, a
brisk hike through the leafy
trails of KillineyHillwith its
panoramic views, or simply
soaking in the colours of
the season right on the hotel
grounds.
Back inside, afternoons can

be savouredwith tea and pastries
in elegant surroundings,while

evenings lend themselves to cocktails and
conversation in the cosyLibraryBar. For those
seeking something a littlemore energetic, our
newly introduced padel courts can be easily
booked via the Playtomic app, adding a unique
twist to your getaway.
Withwarm service, breathtaking scenery,

and a host of seasonal experienceswaiting
to be enjoyed, Fitzpatrick CastleHotel is the
perfect destination foryour autumn escape.

Booknowatwww.fitzpatrickcastle.com
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As thewarmest summer on record
draws to a close, autumnmakes its
misty advance, bringingwith it the

sound of school children and the promise of
newbeginnings.Whetheryou are ready to
embrace the new term orwish to cling on to
the last of the sunshine, now is the time to
nail down plans for an autumngetaway. Deals
are available for all, from families looking
for aHalloweenwith a difference to over-50s
retreats, and from rejuvenating spa breaks to
action-packed adventures.

Autumn escape options:
■ Familymid-termbreaks are the perfect

way to give the children something to look
forward to as thenights draw in.Doyour
homework to find the best places to go fora
Halloween adventure, depending onwhether
you love or loathe the spookygoings-on.

■ A luxury break offers respite from life’s
responsibilities. The only decisions you need
tomake arewhich spa treatment to book,
which outfit towear today, and howmany
courses to order for dinner.You’ll leave
feeling restored, refreshed, and revived.

■ City breaks offer an exciting change from
the humdrumof term-time life. Lose
yourself in the sights, feast on a fantastic
array of food, and immerse yourself in city
culture. Explore the local heritagewith a
guided tour ormuseum stop to elevate the
experience.

■ Countryside retreats are perfect for
immersing yourself in the season’s beauty.
Relax outdoorswith a round of golf, a hike,
or a leisurely cycle.Autumn is one of the best
seasons for being among trees, so go conker

Make themost of the season’s beauty by being outdoors. Photo byGabbyOrcutt on Unsplash

Goodbyesummer,helloautumn…
andyournextgetaway

collecting, apple-picking, leaf-kicking and
enjoy thewellbeing that comeswith forest-
bathing.

■ Coastalwalks are exhilarating at this time of
year,with briskwindswhipping up the surf.
Wrap upwarm and take a kite or frisbee for
the children, feeling your stress ebb away
with every step across the strand.A long

beachwalk is best followed by a hot drink
by a roaring fire, and the chance to catch up
with friends or family.

Offers are available for all tastes, from
last-minute deals to full-on autumn escapes,
and from familyweekends away tomidweek
bargains for couples or groups of friends.

Go hillwalking in Donegal (above) or take a city
break in Dublin. Images courtesy Fáilte Ireland
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Discover the perfect autumn escapewith
GallenHospitality,where comfort,
relaxation and adventure await in the

heart of Donegal.With three exceptional 4-star
hotels – Jackson’s Hotel,Villa RoseHotel &
Spa, andAnChúirt Hotel – GallenHospitality
has crafted special packages designedwith
the over-50s inmind.Whetheryou long for
leisurely strolls, a round of golf, afternoons of
shopping, soothing spa treatments, or the thrill
of exploring theWildAtlanticWay, each hotel
provides the perfect setting for a refreshing
break.
For those aged 55 and over, Jackson’s

Hotel andAnChúirt Hotel are proud to host
exclusive retreats this September andOctober
– three-night getaways that include dinner
each evening alongside a carefully curated
itinerary of activities. These breaks provide a
wonderful opportunity to relax, socialise, and
experience the very best of Donegal in the
companyof like-minded guests.

Jackson’sHotel, Ballybofey
Overlooking the peaceful River Finn and
framed byDrumboeWoods, Jackson’s Hotel
is a family-run haven offering spacious
bedrooms and superb leisure facilities. Guests
can enjoy the 22-metre heated indoor pool,
fully equipped gym, and dining in Fara’s
Bar orTheThirstyTrout. Its central location
makes Jackson’s the perfect base for exploring
Donegal’s rich landscapes.
This September, Jackson’swill host the

AutumnSenior Social, a special three-night
break for over-55s running fromMonday to
Wednesday, September 20-22. Guestswill
enjoy eveningmeals, daily activities, and the
chance to connect and unwind in a friendly,
welcoming atmosphere.

VillaRoseHotel&Spa,Ballybofey
Just across the road, theVilla RoseHotel &

06 AutumnBreaks SPONSORED

SpecialDonegalbreakswith50+retreats

Spa provides a boutique-style retreatwith
contemporary bedrooms and two signature
suites. Guests can indulge at the award-
winningVSpa,where expert treatments
promise ultimate relaxation.With casual and

à la carte dining options, plus thewarmth of
genuine family hospitality, theVilla Rose is
awelcoming escape for those seeking rest,
rejuvenation, and a touch of luxury.
For over-50s,Villa Rose also offers tailored

packageswith dinner, bed and breakfast, and
access to the spa,making it a stylish choice for
a short break inDonegal.

AnChúirtHotel,Gweedore
Set at the foot of ErrigalMountain,AnChúirt
offers a truly authentic Donegal experience.
Guests are surrounded bydramatic coastlines,
shimmering lakes, and pristine beaches. The
hotel features Fara Óg’s Bar&Restaurant,
private dining inTheDuckRestaurant, and full
leisure facilities at the Earagail Health Club
– including sauna, Jacuzzi, hydro pool, and
swimming pool.
AnChúirtwill host its Over-55s Retreat from

Sunday toWednesday, September 21-24. This
three-night programme combines delicious
dinners, daily activities, and plenty of time to
relax and explore the stunningGweedore area.

Planyourstay
Formore information or to book your autumn
break, contact:

Jackson’s Hotel, Ballybofey – 00353 74913
1021, www.jacksonshotel.ie
Villa RoseHotel &Spa, Ballybofey – 00353
74913 2266, www.villarose.net
AnChúirt Hotel, Gweedore – 00353 74953
2900, www.anchuirt.com.

Jackson’s Hotel, Ballybofey, the perfect
base for exploring Donegal

TheVilla Rose is awelcoming escape for
those seeking rest and restoration

An Chúirt offers a truly authentic
Donegal experience
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